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 Well, I can finally see 2020 (I don’t mean my eyes.).  It doesn’t look any different 

than 2019.  The question really is not can I see with 2020 vision, but, what is my vision 

for 2020.  Now is a good time to ask that question, at the start of a new decade.  

Because vision is about seeing the possibilities in the future; the challenges in the 

future; and our place in the future.  Visioning starts today and it starts with Ted Williams. 

 Ted Williams is a Hall of Famer major league baseball player from the nineteen 

forties and fifties.  Actually his professional career spanned from 1939-1960, with the 

exception of 1943-1952 – which he took off to serve our country in WW II and Korea.  

Every other season he spent playing for the Red Sox.  By every measure, he was one 

of the all-time greats of the game.  His most notable achievement is that he was the last 

player to bat over .400 in a full season of play – in 1941 he hit .406. 

 Ted Williams was very effective at the plate because he had excellent vision.  

You could call it perfect vision.  He could see far better than the average person.  

People say that hitting a major league baseball is the most difficult thing to do in any 

professional sport.  When the batter is standing there the pitch comes at them at ninety-

plus miles per hour and you have less than a second to decide IF you are going to 

swing and WHERE you will place the bat.  But if you have the eyesight of a Ted 

Williams you can actually see the spin of the ball the direction that the seams are 
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turning, you are able to determine whether that pitch will break or sink or stay the 

course.  And that gives you an advantage that nearsighted people like me don’t have. 

 That is some kind of vision.  Don’t you wish you had that kind of vision when 

talking about the future and your plans for the future?  How can a person and a 

congregation gain a vision for the future?  Real vision starts when we see accurately 

what is happening at the present moment.  This seems counterintuitive, but it is crucial.  

To look for a vision one has to know themselves.  Even a congregation has to know 

what they stand for in the present.  In order to go forward with a vision for 2020 we have 

to see who we are and where we are.    In the Scripture lesson for today Jesus said, 

“The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of 

light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.”  So, in order to 

have a 2020vision of yourself, or this congregation we first come to a point where we 

can be completely honest with ourselves about who we are, and where we are, and 

what changes, if any, we need to make.  Kind of like a 12 step recovery process called 

taking a full and complete personal inventory.  In the movie, The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy 

and the others are trembling before the great and powerful Oz.  That is, until Toto starts 

barking and pulls away the curtain that exposes the reality.  Oz says, “Pay no attention 

to that man behind the curtain.”  But that is what has to be done.  The man behind the 

curtain is us!  It is this congregation!  Now that the man is exposed and we can start the 

process of having 2020 vision. 

 Looking at ourselves unemotionally and honestly is not easy.  We need help and 

we have it with God’s spirit of love and grace and truth.  Jesus said, “But the Counselor, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things.”  Jesus 
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also said, “But when the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.”  And what 

does the truth about ourselves and our congregation have the power to do?  It has the 

power to set us free.  Psalm 139:23-24 reads, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me; and 

lead me in the way of righteousness.” 

 “Search me and know me.”  What a request!  When we invite the Holy Spirit to 

give us understanding of our deepest thoughts and motives and desires, he will.  In 

doing so we will be lead into the way of righteousness.  The Holy Spirit moves you in 

the directions of God’s grace.  And the great thing about it is that the Holy Spirit is 

gentle for he is our helper, our guide, and our comforter.  We are not condemned, we 

are convicted and shown a better way to choose and take.  So 2020 vision starts with 

an inner look at ourselves and bringing all we are to be examined. 

 2020 vision for ourselves and this congregation also starts by evaluating our 

strengths and weaknesses by the insight of the Holy Spirit.  What are we doing well?  

What are we doing right?  Where do we need to improve?  These are the questions we 

ask ourselves to begin our vision.  Lamentations 3: reads, “Let us examine our ways 

and test them, and let us return to the Lord.”  Jeremiah, the author of that quote, had the 

same idea more than 3,000 years ago.  Psalm 4: reads, “When you are on your beds, 

search your hearts and be silent.”  Even the Apostle Paul said, “Each one should test 

his/her own actions.  Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to 

somebody else.”  They had some good mental health insights even back then.  

Searching your thoughts and values and morals and beliefs is a good way to gain 2020 

vision for your future. 
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 Then and only then can a person or a congregation consider where you are 

being called to serve.  You can be sure that the big-picture long-term vision that God 

has for your life is built around service.  Whatever you hear God calling you do to, and 

whatever platform God chooses to use for us, it will involve serving others.  In Matthew 

23:11 Jesus aid, “The greatest among you will be your servant.”  In Peter’s first letter he 

wrote, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.”  Now, here 

is the most important point of all – when you look over your list of strengths and 

weaknesses – God can use both to serve and witness.  Isn’t that something?  Imagine 

how great our God is!  The Apostle Paul wrote in his second letter to the Corinthians, 

“My grace (God’s) is sufficient for you, for my power (God’s) is made perfect in (your) 

weakness.  Therefore, I will speak all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ’s power may rest on me.”  What that means is that God can take our problems, 

our setbacks, our hurts and disappointments and use them to minister his grace to 

others.  Imagine that! 

 So, after we examine ourselves and see ourselves from good and bad; after we 

see ourselves with 2020 vision; then we give it all to God and vision ourselves doing the 

love and grace of God in every way we can. 


